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Syllabus

ECON_4290/8296
Research Methods in Economics and Business

Spring  2007
I.
Structure of the Classes

	Instructor:
	Jinlan Ni
	
	Office:
	CBA 508

	Class Time:
	M 6pm-8: 40 pm
	
	Office Hours:
	 MW 1pm – 3 pm or  by appointment

	Room:
	RH  203 with Lab  at RH 406 
	
	Office Phone:
	554-2549

	E-mail: 
	jni@mail.unomaha.edu
	
	Web Page:
	UNO Blackboard



This course covers the methodology of economics, choosing a topic, literature search tools, clear writing, data sources, summarizing data in tables and graphs, basic data analysis using statistical packages, and use of the internet and World Wide Web. The students will become familiar with these techniques through text materials, journal studies, and actual application.

 II.
Materials

Required/ Recommended Texts: 

Steven A. Greenlaw. Doing Economics, A Guide to Understanding and Carrying Out Economic Research. ISBN: 0-618-37983-5, Copyright Year: 2006.

Venolia, Jan. Write Right! A Desktop Digest of Punctuation, Grammar and Style, 4th Edition. Berkeley: Ten Speed Press, 2001.

Chrisopher F. Baum, An introduction to Modern Econometrics Using Stata, Stata Press. ISBN: 1-59718-013-0, 2006.
* Delwiche, Lora and Susan Slaughter. The Little SAS Book: A Primer, 3rd Edition. Cary: SAS Institute, 2003.


Statistical Software Packages:

EViews and STATA (Small Stata 9): These are available at the Enron Lab (CBA, 4th floor). The student version of EViews is available at the University bookstore (about $100). You can purchase a student version of STATA online through Stata Gradplans at http://www.stata.com/order/new/edu/gradplans/gp2-order.html.

You need to input EC4807 when you are asked a couse ID. The price for small stata 9 is $45 and for Intercooled Stata 9 is $89 for one-year license with Getting Started manual.
There are two things that you need to know for your future study plan. First, there are maximum 25 users at the same time and another class will use the software every Wednesday night from 6-8:40pm. Therefore, you can NOT rely on finishing your statistical work during that time.  Second, the Small stata 9 is limited to analyzing datasets with a maximum of 99 variables on approximately 1,000 observations. If your data have more than 1,000 observations, I recommend you to purchase Intercooled Stata 9 or use E-views/SAS.
Application package required: Microsoft Word, Excel and PowerPoint.

III.
Student Evaluation

Graduate Students 
Undergraduate Students

Midterm Exam








10%

20%
Final Exam









10%

20%

In-Class Exercises and Participation 




10%

10%
Journal Article presentation






5%


Empirical Research Project (4 components)*

Part A. Proposal Report (& Presentation) 


10%

10%

Part B. Literature Review





20%

15%

Part C. Data & Descriptive Data Report


5%

5%

Part D. Research Paper (& Oral Presentation)** 

30% 
20%
Total
 







 
     
100%
100%
*No late submission for the following items will be accepted. No make-up will be arranged if you miss your presentation.
**The weights for the written and oral presentation components are 70% and 30%, respectively.

Your final course grade will be assigned according to the following scale:

	Percentage of Total Points
	Grade

	>97
	A+

	93 – 96
	A

	90 – 92
	A-

	87 – 89
	B+

	83 – 86
	B

	80 – 82
	B-

	75 – 79
	C+

	70 – 74
	C

	60 – 69
	D

	< 60
	F


IV.
Academic Integrity:
Academic dishonesty is a serious offense.  Cheating, lying, stealing, or deceit, in any of their diverse forms (such as the use of ghost-written papers, the use of substitutes for taking examinations, the use of illegal cribs, plagiarism, copying during examinations, etc.) is dishonest and will not be tolerated.  Moreover, knowingly aiding and abetting, directly or indirectly, dishonest acts by other parties is itself dishonest.  Any academic dishonesty will result in the individual involved failing the course, and the name of the individual being reported to the UNO administration for any additional penalties it wishes to assign. 

V. Tentative Reading Assignments and Course Outline
	 
	Lecture Notes/Additional Materials 

	week 1 
	Introduction

	week 2 
	No class 

	week 3 
	Literature Review

	Week 4
	Introduction to Regression

	week 5&6
	Proposal Presentations 

	week 7 
	Summarizing Data; Writing the Review of Literature

	week 8
	First Examination

	week 9
	Regression Analysis

	Week 10
	Spring Break, No class

	Week 11
	Regression Analysis: continue

	Week 12&13
	Journal Article Presentation

	Week 14
	Second Examination 

	Week 15
	Writing the complete paper

	Week 16&17 
	 Research Presentations


Selective Reading Materials  (grouped by topic)

*Mutual fund 
Bergstresser D. and Poterba J.. “Do after-tax Return Affect Mutual Fund Inflows?”, Journal of Financial Economics, 2002, 63,  381 – 414.

Chevalier, Judith and Ellison, Glenn.  “Career Concerns of Mutual Fund Managers”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, 1999, 114 (2), 389-432. 

*Crime
Glaeser, Edward L. and Bruce Sacerdote. “Why Is There More Crime in Cities?” Journal of Political Economy, 1999, Vol (107), No. 6, pp S 225-258.

Gould, Eric D., Bruce A. Weinberg and David B. Mustard.  “Crime Rates and Local Labor Market Opportunities in the United States: 1979 - 1997”, The Review of Economics and Statistics, 2002,  84 (1): 45-61. 

*Dividend
Fame, E. F. and K. R. French. “Disappearing Dividends: Changing Firm Characteristics or Lower Propensity to Pay? ” .  Journal of Financial Economics, 2000,  60, 3-43.

*Export and productivity
Bernard, Andrew B. and Jensen, J. Bradford. “Exporting and Productivity in the USA.” Oxford Review of Economic Policy, 2004, 20(3), pp. 343-357.

*Capital structure

Murray Z. Frank, Vidhan K. Goyal. “Testing the pecking order theory of the capital structure”. Journal of Financial Economics, 2002, 67: 217～248 

Lakshmi Shyam-Sunder, Stewart C. Myers. “Testing static trade-off against pecking order models of capital structure”. Journal of Financial Economics, 1999, 51: 219～244
*Exchange rate exposure

Kathryn M.E. Dominguez and Linda L. Tesar. “ Exchange Rate Exposure”, Journal of International Economics, Forthcoming.

*Labor market
Hamermesh, Daniel S. and Biddle, Jeff E. “Beauty and the Labor Market.” American Economic Review, 1994, 84(5), pp. 1194-1194.

Royalty, Anne Beeson. “Job-to-Job and Job-to-Nonemployment Turnover by Gender and Educatioin Level”,  Journal of Labor Economics, 1998Vol. 16, No.2. pp. 392 – 443.
Final notes:

· Arrive in class on time and stay for the entire class, unless unavoidable extenuating circumstances occur.  Every student is entitled to full participation in class without undue interruption.  Excessive tardiness will result in a loss of points.  
· You are fully responsible for following up on all the announcements made during the lectures. 
· Turn off any audible signals on your pager and/or cell phone before the class begins.

